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‘CLEANLINESS IS SERVICE’ DRIVE
REINFORCES SKM UNIVERSITY’S VISION

The Prime Minister has urged the entire nation to take up
cleanliness as a service to the nation. Prioritizing cleaning
has always been of utmost importance to the social activities
carried out by students and teachers of SKMU. Thus, the
Prime Minister’s avowed aim has found its echo in the
curriculum of the University.
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SKM University leads the campaigns for “Swachhta h
Sewa”

SKM University has been working in tandem with the state
administration and civil society and educational institutions
in the cause of cleanliness. Two of these major cleanliness
drives are ‘Swacchata hi Seva’ and ‘Chamakta Dumka
Damakta Dumka’. The first as we all know is a mission
that the Prime Minister has urged the nation to participate
in full strength. We are proud to say that SKM University
had initiated this cleanliness service programme even before
the Prime Minister’s directive.

This year the campaign for awareness was launched on
15 September, 2017 so that it would complete a fortnight
on 2 October, 2017 to mark the birth anniversary of
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Prime Minister’s Man ki Bat =

“Let’s create an environment of cleanliness

in the entire country. Whenever and

wherever possible, let’s look for an

opportunity. But we must all come together...I

urge all NGOs, schools, colleges, social, 4
\ cultural and political leaders, people in the 3
b Government, collectors and sarpanches to
begin creating an environment of cleanliness
at least fifteen days ahead of Gandhi Jayanti
so that it turns out to be the 2" October of
Gandhiji’s dreams.

: Narendra Modi,
e Prime Minister, 27 August, 2017. -
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Vice Chancellor with DDC, SDM and University Officials on move
to Clean Dumka

stress on cleanliness being next to Godliness. The Vice-
Chancellor has led the campaign from the front, traveled
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Hon’bl VC with the stdents and teache tarting ‘Damakta )
Dumka’ campaign from the campus

‘Swacchata hi Seva’ at Railway Station

to make it a success. The team lead by the Vice-Chancellor
comprised several important citizens of the town, visited
the busiest places of the town. Students of the university
organized and participated in quite a few street-plays on
the theme of the importance of cleanliness to raise
awareness among the people. Inspired by the Vice-
Chancellor, the Principals of the various affiliated colleges
have also taken similar initiative.
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University fraternity involved in ‘Swacchata hi Seva’ campaign led
by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in the streets of Dumka

Students spreading the vision of ‘Swacchata’

The Vice-Chancellor of SKM University and the faculty
members also played a significant role in the second
cleanliness drive which was focussed only on Dumka
town, ‘Chamakta Dumka, Damakta Dumka.” The Vice-
Chancellor laid stress on how it was imperative to make
this part of a daily habit and not an occasional one.

Free from Polythene, Free from Pollution

The University has been declared a ‘plastic-free zone’ and
those flouting the rule are subject to heavy penalization.
There is a drive to create awareness about the harmful
effects of smoking and chewing of tobacco. We are hopeful
that this awareness drive will have the desired effect
among the youngsters as well as the faculty and staff.

“Hygienic habits, hygienic facilities”

Though there are professional sweepers to clean the toilets
and basins, the students play an active role in checking
that these facilities are kept clean and if necessary do the
cleaning themselves. Faculty members regularly motivate
their students to develop hygienic habits and thereby reduce
the possibility of an unclean surrounding.
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Hon’ble VC, SKMU with DC, DDC and other Officers of D
launching ‘Damakta Dumka’ campaig;
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The University sends regular circulars to its affiliated
colleges drawing special attention of the concerned
authorities in maintaining clean toilets especially for
women. Several colleges have built separate toilets for
girl students and female staff. The Vice-Chancellor has
gone on rounds to girls’ hostels of the colleges to ensure
that the washrooms and kitchens are kept clean. Not only
have the colleges not faced a paucity of funds for cleaning
purposes, but the Vice-Chancellor has facilitated the
disbursement of funds as soon as demands for the same
are made.

“Green has to be evergreen”

Vice Chancellor Prof MP Sinha believes that green has to
be evergreen, meaning the environment is not just to be
maintained but sustained in the long run. Accordingly, a
drive to maintain a green campus is one of the major
priorities of the University. With their ability to generate
oxygen, and also hold the fragile top soil in place, trees
possess a unique ability to control the daily damage done
to environment. They provide the much-needed shade in
a climate where the sun beats down mercilessly. In recent
times, there have been several occasions when saplings

The usual practice of tree plantation, attempt of Greening
the Campus
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Vice Chancellor addressing the HODs on ‘Swachhata hi Seva’
Abhiyan on Campus development

have been planted in the university campus. Visitors to
the university, special guests like state officials and other
dignitaries have participated in the planting of trees. In
the last months when two cabinet ministers of the Jharkhand
government visited the University, they had participated
in planting over 500 Arjun trees on which silk worms
thrive; this was done also keeping in mind the MoU that
the University has with Central Silk Board.

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF THE SWAMI
VIVEKANDA’S CHICAGO SPEECH

Students and faculty watch the Prime Minister’s live]
speech. Feel elated

On 11 September 2017, the University and all its affiliated
colleges, commemorated the 125" anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda’s famous Chicago Address at the World
Parliament of Religions. Two sessions were organized in
the Conference Hall of the University to mark the occasion.
In the first session the faculty and students assembled to
watch the live telecast of Prime Minister’s speech on the
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Prime Minister offering tribute to Swami Vivekanand on 11.09.2017
in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi - Live telecast in SKMU Camy
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- “Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant,
fanaticism, have long possessed this beautiful earth.
They have filled the earth with violence, drenched
it often and often with human blood, destroyed
civilization and sent whole nations to despair. Had
it not been for these horrible demons, human society
would be far more advanced than it is now. But
their time is come; and | fervently hope that the bell
that tolled this morning in honour of this convention
may be the death-knell of all fanaticism, of all
persecutions with the sword or with the pen, and of
all uncharitable feelings between persons wending
their way to the same goal.”

A view of audience in University Conference Hall listening to

Swami Vivekanahcey Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi

11 September, 1893. Chicago

affiliated colleges of SKMU. Students flocked in large
numbers to the telecast and were reported to feel inspired
by the Prime Minister’s message.

Symposium on Swami Vivekananda’s thoughts

In an open session held on 12 September a symposium and
speech contest on the theme of Vivekananda’s address was

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor with Staff and Students listening to
Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi

. g g —
A view of audience listening to the Prime Minister in SKMU Campus

significance of Vivekananda’s address. This was also
elecast in parallel i all th i
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organized. This was presided over by the Vice-Chancellor
and attended by the officials and faculty members. Several
students participated in the speech contest organized on
this occasion.

In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor high-lighted several
aspects of Vivekananda’s spiritual and ethical
contributions. “Swami Vivekananda was a great institution-
builder with an unmatchable foresight,” he said. “The
Ramakrishna Mission continues to work with the same
spirits with which it was founded more than a hundred
years ago.” He also reminded the audience that the key
message of Swami Vivekananda’s Chicago address was
his stress on communal harmony. It is very important for
us in this age to remember that all religions are paths to
truth and we must not comment on any religion without
understanding this basic insight which had been highlighted
by Swami Vivekananda. He stressed that the youth should
learn from the determination of such people as
Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi and Vinoba Bhave.

Other speakers included the Dean of Students Welfare
Prof Gaurav Ganguly, Prof B. K. Thakur, Promodini
Hansdak, Dr Vinod Kumar Jha, Dr Jainendra, Dr
Sudhanshu Shekhar and others. Notable speakers among
the students who were awarded by the Vice Chancellor,
in the order of merit were: Shajia Firdaus& Sweta Baskey,
Ankit Pandey, and Smriti Singh and Irshad Alam. The
programme was conducted by Dr Ajoy Sinha.

inister Saryu Rai visits the University: exhorts SKM

o choose its special task

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Mr Saryu Rai,
visited SKM University on 7 September 2017 and was
welcomed by the University officials and faculty members.
In a meeting organized in his honour, the Minister said
the University and the society are interdependent and must

X
Hon’ble Minister Saryu Rai addressing the Students and Teachers

work together. He pointed out that in the West, the society
gives certain tasks to the universities; in the Indian context
the SKM University should take up the task of protection
of environment and ecology. The Minister, noted for his
water conservation activism, stressed that the University
should take a stand against deforestation. In his response,
the Vice-Chancellor who had earlier worked with Mr Rai,
praised the latter for his sterling efforts and assured him
that SKM University would undertake this task of
preservation of environment and ecology with the
seriousness that it deserves. This programme was
conducted by Dr Ajoy Sinha.

SKMU to stay open during vacations, clearing backlogs

first priority

Setting an example in work ethics, and in order to
regularize academic and other activities of the University
the University offices will remain open during the puja
vacations and the classes would be held as usual. The Vice-
Chancellor Professor M.P Sinha pointed out that the
University could not afford the regular vacations because

University Bulletin




it had to clear severe back-log regarding conducting of
examination and publication of results on time, preparation
for the NAAC visit and appointment of contract teachers.
These are necessary toils in the wider interest of the
students, he added.

Colleges and University Departments to maintai
regular teaching schedules

The University authority has given clear instructions to
the colleges and various departments that teaching is to
remain its first commitment. In two consecutive meetings
with the Heads of the university departments and the
Principals of the colleges held on 18 September, the Vice
Chancellor reiterated that the primary function of the
university is to impart high quality teaching which must be
done without any compromises or excuses.

He instructed that the colleges and the departments must
prepare a detailed master routine with detailed contact
numbers of the teachers that should be uploaded to
appropriate websites accessible to the students. Individual
lecture plans and breakup of the teaching procedure should
also be uploaded on these websites, so that students can
regulate their studies accordingly. Teachers must also
upload select list of useful books and articles related to the
lectures. “In an age when communication facilities are so
rapid, we cannot allow students to fall out of the circuit,”
he said. The Vice Chancellor said that technology will also
help him personally monitor the progress of the classes
which must be coordinated with the regularization of the
examination calendar.

Research Grants to Faculty

Ten faculty members from the university departments have
been awarded research grants by the University. Proposals
were invited by the university from departments and
individual members for research on areas that have been
so far neglected and are close to the vision and location of
the University. Several such proposals were submitted from
which ten were selected after scrutiny by a committee
chaired by the Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof SN Munda. These
ten faculty members are initially to be given a seed money
of Rs Twenty-five thousand each for their work.

The awardees for the research grant include Dr Abdus
Sattar (Physics), Dr S K Singh (Chemistry), Prof Amita
Kumari (History), Dr Rajendra Pandey (Botany), Dr
Nirmala Tripathy (Zoology), Dr Ajoy Sinha (Political
Science), Prof Dr Y P Roy (History), Dr T P Singh
(Economics) and Dr D N Gorain (Mathematics). They
are required to submit the final report of their researches
within six months of the grant.

Vice Chancellor Prof MP Sinha told that these research

(6)

grants are only the first steps towards creating a research
environment in the university. He hoped that some of these
researches may be useful for further policy making and
their report will be sent to the relevant government
departments.

Artisans to engrave stones of the campus to depict loca
culture

In its pursuit to encourage and preserve the uniqueness of
the local tribal culture, the University has engaged the
services of brilliant artisans from the remote and rather
obscure village of Pagdaha in Shikaripara blocks. These
artisans who make sculptures with their traditional skills
will engrave the stones of the hillocks in Dighi campus to
depict the life and culture of the Santhal Parganas.

Vice Chancellor Prof MP Sinha who personally visited
these villages and brought these artisans to the campus
showed them the campus and gave them elaborate
instructions about the proposed work on 7 September.
“This is how the University can bring both the old and the
new from the local culture together,” he remarked.

Conversation with local artisans on Campus beautification

OBC Cell Meeting

The OBC cell of SKMU met on 18 September under the
chairmanship of Prof Hiralal Ram and discussed the means
to work towards the free and symmetrical distribution of
information which is vital for the growth the student com-
munity in general and OBD students in particular. The
cell expressed the view that the students should be made
aware of all the opportunities available for them both at
the level of the university and the government. They will
be encouraged to avail the benefits of efforts made by the
Government.

The meeting was attended by Dr Jainendra Yadav, Dr
Vinay Kumar Sinha and Dr. Sushil Tudu.

Published by: Publication Cell, Sido Kanhu Murmu University,
Dumka, Jharkhand
Issue edited by: Prof. Achyut Chetan & Dr. Anjani Sharma
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